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i HOT TOPIC: WORLD

Inside
Afghanistan

WILL AHUNGER FOR LEARNING IN THIS POOR AND WAR- TORN
COUNTRY BE AKEY TO PEACE AND PROSPERITY?

FAST FACTS
AREA: 251,772 sq mi
(slightly smaller than Texas)

wwumm 28 400 000
PER CAPITA GDP" $800

amﬁs. Sunni Muslim, 80%;
Shia Xaslim, 19% other, 1%

LANGUAGES: Pashtu, Afghan
Persian, Turkic, others;,‘ '
LITERACY: Males, 43%
femaias, 13% -
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Afghanistan lies at the
crossroads of central
and south Asia.

hat do you
think of when
you hear
the word
Afghanistan?
Is it just a far-
away place where a war is being
fought? For some U.S. kids it
means more, because they have
a parent or loved one serving
there. For the girl on our cover,
Afghanistan is her only reality.

She lives in a small village near
Kabul (KAH-bull), the capital.
The terrain you see behind her tells
you a lot. Afghanistan is mountain-
ous, with soil that is very dry. Only
about 12 percent of the land can be
farmed, and safe drinking water is
scarce. More than half of the people
are desperately poor. The United
Nations’ 2009 Human Development
Report ranks Afghanistan 181st out
of 182 countries.

From War to Peace?

The U.S. and its allies have
been at war in Afghanistan since
October 2001. U.S. officials said
then that the Taliban, Afghanistan’s
repressive ruling militia, was
sheltering Osama bin Laden. Bin
Laden had masterminded the
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September 11, 2001, attacks on New:
York City and Washington, D.C.,
which killed nearly 3,000 people. -

U.5.-led forces didn’t get bin
Laden, but they did oust the
Taliban from power. However, the i
Taliban has since retaken contro}
of large parts of the country.

As the years passed and the
death toll rose, Americans’ support |
for the war faded. Yet President 7
Barack Obama recently pledged :
30,000 more U.S. troops to the fight.;;

Many Americans object to this z
commitment. Among their con-
cerns: The U.S. military has been ;
overstretched by two wars. Beades
Afghanistan, U.S. troops have been :
fighting in Iraq since 2003. :

The President says that the V
Taliban must be driven out because%
it would continue to support terror-%
ists who want to kill Americans.

Troops alone cannot stop the
Taliban. Obama wants to increase
aid for Afghan civilians to pro-
vide services “that can make an
immediate impact in [their] lives.”

Greg Mortenson has another idea:
“promoting peace with books, not
bombs.” To learn more, read on.

Continued on p. 10 Bd
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GREG MORTENSDN
STONES

SCHOOLS

5 ABOVE: The new
book by Greg
Mortenson, who is
building schools In
faraway places.
RIGHT: No longer
denied an
education, these
Afghan girls study
oi a high schooi
in Bamiyan,
Afghanistan.
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A Startling Discovery
in 1993, Amaricon Grog

Mortsnson tried to climb X2, the
workd's sacend-highest mountain
{soe map, p. 13]. His falled sttompt
started him on » remarkable journey.
 expedition in 3 remote, povarty-
 stricken viflage In Paidstan. While
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_ gerte learn, snd promised to bulid

. themaschool. As described in the
. best-selling book Three Cups of Tec,

' he fuliied thet promise I $396.

130 other schools In Pakistan and

Taliban had tried to suppress lesen-
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 WEB WATCH
Pennies for Peace
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- Warls was kind enough to offer
Mullah Mohammied [one of my
co-workers] and me a ride. . .. We
were about an hour west of Baharak
just outside the village of Simdara
when § looked to my right and saw
an old earthen hut 20 yards from

» |
2
;%

hut, 1 got out, walked over 1o the
open door, and peered in. Sure
enough, it was a wilet—or at least
it had been at one time. The roof
was now gone, and the four tof-

 let pits had been covered by old
boards. There were 25 children

£ L0t was] quite noisy because nearly 100

students were packed in like sardines.

the side of the l’l‘l.!d that &ppifa:ed to
be filled with children. . . .
“Would you mind stopping?”™ 1

- asked Warls. "1 think there wasa - .
* school back there,” -
. Warids and Mu?!ah Mohammed Ny

both laughed. “No, Greg, that 3
- actuaily a public toilet,” exp!amed

Waris. . . . He kept driving,

“Thai ;mght be true, Waris, but ‘
it seemed to be full of kids, What
 were they doing there! We need to

go back and find out.”
When we got back to the :
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: ',‘happy to chat with Waris, Mul!ah
~ class and their curriculum, Aiter

- asked :fwemightliketosee“the

* apair of tattered . . .

between 4 and § years old, plus
one teacher, and a slate board lean
ing against the wail. :

The students were quite

Mohammed, ind me about their
about 10 minutes, the teacher .

rest of the school.” .. . We nodded
and followed her up the hill,
 Just over the crest, at a spot that
was mvxsible from the road, were
refugee tents,
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 an old toolshed. .
* larger than the toxlet—-perhaps

each of whitﬁ featured asingle
- chalkboard and at least 30 chil-
~ dren, all of whom were sitting on

the ground. These students were

" alitlle older, second- and third-
~ graders. .

. After a few mmutes of
chattmg, one of the two teachers

‘turned to me and asked, “Do you
' ‘want to see our upper school?”

: “By all means-~p1ease lead
ﬂw way ‘
Down the other sxde of the hill
was a structure that appeared to be
Lt was shgbtly

10 feet wide by 18 feet long—and
very dark inside. It was also quite

- noisy because nearly 100 students

were packed in like sardines. These
were the fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-
graders, and according to the two
woinen who were teaching them,
they were doing extremely well—
although it might have been helpful
to have some books, some paper,
and some pencils.

This was my introduction to the
education system serving the region
of Simdara, an area with a popula-

tion of mughiy 4,000 people

~ The students had neither books nor

~ school supplies nor uniforms, and

* the teachers had not been paui in
A more than two years. .

" We were forced to get back on

Lthe road and catch our plane ...

~ [but1later called the local educa-
- tion ofﬁce] The ofﬁcxals . said
. they had never even heard of the
- Simdara school district—but they

‘would be delighted if we would :

. consider putting in a proper school a3

for the valley

3 Repnnted by arrangemem wnh Vkmg a
* member of Penguin Group {USA] Inc., from
Stones into Schools, © Greg Mortenson, 2009.

O Think About it

1. How did Mortenson react to
his discovery? What might i
you have said or done in the

3

. same situation? e
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%3 -' ‘Afghanistan
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- ok
------

Is a Transitional

Afghanistan's gmmmem ‘
underwent 4 major change after
the Taliban was ousted in 2001.
The current form of government

| wasestablished by s new

constitution, adopted in January -
2004, The country held its first
&mwum eiect%en tha wmr

} IS, whobesds the

2 - executive branch, is both head of

_govermnment and chief of state. The

| President s elected by the people

1 a five-ysar term, and is limited
10 two terms. The country has two
Yice Presidents, also elected to
ﬁve«geancmt

ks SR

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IE OO
W[lmmng],bnnch L
has two chambers. The Wolesi firga

' {AIR-guh], which means House

of the People, has 249 members.
They are elected by the people

~ tofiveyear terms. The Meshrano
- Jirga {House of the Elders) has 102
" members. One third of the members

are chosen by the President, ane
third by district councils, and

one third by provincial councils.

Under special circumstances, the
govermnment can asssmbie s Logo

 Jirga [Grand Councll] to amend
‘the constitution and decide other

{Suprame

| THE STERA MAHKAMA '
- Court] heads the judicial branch.
. The President appoinis ks nine

3 members,mmwheappmdbg -
‘the Wolcslﬁryc hrio-geartems

FOR counmsou.sssms

U.S. GOVERNMENT PROFILE AT
schofastic.com/js/oyrgovt,
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Inside Afghanistan

[E

Define the following:
a. Terrain:
b. Repressive:
c. Civilians:

d. Mullah:

N

How much of Afghanistan can be farmed?

In 2009, where did the United Nations Human Development report rank

w

Afghanistan?
4. Who was the Untied States trying to remove from power in Afghanistan?
Why?

5. How many more troops did President Obama promise to send to Afghanistan?

6. When Greg Mortenson and his group stopped to see the Afghan kindergarten
for 4and 5 year olds, what kind of building was it located in? How many
children were in that kindergarten?

7. In what kind of building did the 2™ and 3™ graders attend school? How many

2" and 3" graders were there?
8. What kind of building was the “upper school” located in? How big was it?
How many students were in that building?

According to the teachers of the upper school, it might be helpful if their

Lo

students had what?

10. How long had it been since the teachers had been paid?



11.

12.

13.

Inside Afghanistan

Our country is divided on weather or not our military should currently be in
Afghanistan. Do you think our military should currently be in Afghanistan?
Why or why not?

Our country is divided on weather or not we should currently be giving aid to
Afghanistan. Do you think we should currently be giving aid to Afghanistan?
Why or why not?

The article states that “troops alone cannot stop the Taliban”. President
Obama wants to increase aid to provide services for civilians that “can make
an immediate impact in their lives.” What kind of services do you think would

help make an immediate impact?
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1842: Afghans force out the occupying
army of the British Empire. Neariy
18,500 British soldiers and their civilian

e i

EXIT, A
SUPERPOWER

1383: After » decade

of occupation,

armies of the
Soviet Union {feft)

AN ENDLESS WAR? m
2001: U.S.-led troaps
oust the Taliban,
Afghanistan’s harsh
islamic ruiers,
More than eight

are driven out by years iater, the |
mujshedeen fight against |
{moo-jah-hih- ., extremist

DEEN) guarritias, forces is st



Afghanistan Map Questions

1. What is the capital of Afghanistan?

2. What is the capital of Pakistan?

3. What mountain chain straddles the northern border between
Afghanistan and Pakistan?

4. How many total schools (primary, middle, and high schools) are
there in Afghanistan? How about Pakistan?

5. Name the Afghan cities located above 35° N latitude.

6. What countries border Afghanistan to the North?

7. What countries border Afghanistan to the East?

8. What countries border Afghanistan to the South?

9. What countries border Afghanistan to the West?

10. How many major rivers are in Afghanistan? What are their
names?

11. What 2 deserts were located in southern Afghanistan?



